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Kentuckg Reacling Association

an affiliate of the International Rea&ing Association

everal officers and members of the Kentucky Reading Association attended
the 54th Annual International Reading Association ( IRA) Convention in
Minneapolis, MN on May 3-7, 2009. The theme of the conference was “Beyond the
Horizon: Reading, Writing, and Conversations.” The convention featured
inspiring keynote and featured speakers, such as Kh aled Hosseini, bestselling
author of The Kite Runner  , author and illustrator Todd Parr, and world
renowned neurosurgeon and humanitarian, Dr. Ben Car son. A wide variety of
professional development sessions were available to conference attendees that
addressed numerous literacy topics, such as compreh ension, culturally
responsive literacy instruction, vocabulary develop ment, English Language
Learners, and adolescent literacy. The vendors in the exhibit hall featured
the latest literacy instructional materials and pro vided attendees with many
complimentary resources to use in their classrooms. The highlight of the IRA
Convention for KRA was the Council Awards Ceremony, where KRA received an IRA
Award of Excellence and five KRA local councils, Gr eater Louisville, Jesse
Stuart, Lake Cumberland Area, Lincoln Heritage, and Western Kentucky, were
recognized as IRA Honor Councils. KRA was also ex tremely proud that Brenda
Overturf, KRA Immediate Past President, was recentl y
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elected to the IRA Board of Directors for 2009-2012

and was officially installed at the 2009 IRA

Convention. The 55th Annual IRA Convention, “Readin g
in Many Languages,” will be held on April 25-28, 20 10
in Chicago, lllinois, so mark your calendars now!
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